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LWSRA Disability Fair shows off

its inclusive services for everyone

LAURIE FANELLI
Freelance Repporter

Everything from eques-
trian therapy to financial
advice to camp options
for individuals with spe-
cial needs was found at the
Lincolnway Special Rec-
reation Association's 2019
Disability Fair.

The May 11 expo — held
onsite at LWSRA - fea-
tured vendors sharing in-
formation about services
available to parents, teach-
ers and individuals with
disabilities. Four presen-
tations further educated
attendees on  disability
services available in the
Lincoln-Way area.

Karyn Reczek, LWSRA
marketing, outreach and
fundraising coordinator,
explained that the 2019
fair was building on the
success of last year's inau-
gural event.

“This year, we have 34
vendors sharing every-
thing and anything that a
family with a disability
might need some guidance

on," she said. "They can
come here, check it out,
talk to people, get some in-
formation and take it from
there."

The idea for the Disabil-
ity Fair originated from
a conversation between
Reczek, Helping Hands
Children's Therapy parent
liaison Tessa Quinlan and
Renewal Disability Ser-
vices founder Gina Smith.

“We wanted to have all
of the disability services
under one roof so that not
only can the community
know that all of us exist
to help, but also as busi-
ness owners we can help
one another to refer out
clients in case they need

Tennis player Jenna Dobson (left) and her coach Cindy
Heidkamp share information about the Lincoln-Way
Area Tennis Association on Saturday, May 11, at the
Lincolnway Special Recreation Association’s Disability
Fair. PHOTOS BY LAURIE FANELLI/22ND CENTURY MEDIA

Chicago Blackhawks Special Hockey players (left
to right) John Pellegrini, Mandy Mackowiak and
Christopher Donisch play a game at the fair.

something that we don't
offer,” Smith said. “This is
a dream come true. It was
really successful for its
first year, so I'm excited to
see what this year's going
to hold. I'm sure it's going
to be even bigger.”

Smith had a booth at
the fair right next to Help-

ing Hands Children's
Therapy, where physical
therapist Rhonda Kleber
shared information about
the organization's many
programs.

“We offer speech thera-
py, occupational therapy,
physical therapy, and we
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Considering a move?
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your neighborhood Realtor!
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New Lenox resident serving the Lincoln-Way
community...and beyond!
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